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Send them.to the BASKET-MAKER. 


PROMPTER. 





FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 6. 1736. 





Meaol LE following Letters being on the 

fame Subject; imay,: not :improper- 
ly, follow eact others and furnith 
our’ the Enritertainment of this 
Day. | eS 3 





To the Prompter. 
Cheapfide, Fan.22, 17 35-6. 


SIR 
[4 M to my Sorrow, marry’d toa Man ie — 
|. * moft lazy, heavy, xvadfive Creature breathing. 

We havea vey large Shop, well ftock’d, and full of 


mers. Bufinefs flows in upon ‘us as faft as we 
nary with: But my Husbarid is fuctia Drone, that 
he goes to Bed every Night by Ten, and never rifes 


ap til the fame Hour comes round again; fo that his 


*Prentice (a gdod likely young Man). and I are obli- 

“gedto be up, Jate andearly, doing his Bufinefs for 

im. 1 defire to know, whiether, “fince I cannot 

mzke him good for fomething, | have not a Right 

to fend him to. the Basket-Maker’s, and take his 

Prentice in his room, ‘who urtdesitands his Byfinets 

very well, and has the doimg of it, as well as mylelf, 
very much at heart. Lam, 

SIR, 
Your Very Humble Servant, 
Marcery Turn-Penny. 


GRANTED, provided my Correfpondent does not 
mean The Old Trade, but that modern Branch of it, 
recommended in my Paper, N°. 121. 


To the Prompter. 


Leadenhall-fireet, Fauuary 23. 

Honourable Sir, 

AM a Basket-Maker by Trade, Sut being reduced 

by Misfortunes, was obliged to. fell my Stock, 
and work as a Journey-man. My Matter died about 
three Months ago, and my Miftrefs having difcover'd 
I had an excellent Talent for carrying on the Trade 
of Basket-Making, thought proper to transfer over 
to me the fame Right and Title to all fhe has, her de- 
ceafed Spoufe enjoy’d.- Ih fhort, Sir, Iam marry'd 
toher, and in very flourifhing Circumitances—but 
as I think the Place I livé in, not fo advantageous as 
I could with, [have fome’Thoughts of. removing to- 
wards St. Fames’s, which feems more calculated for 
my Trade. But my principal Motive for removing 
is owing to you, ad Y flatter my felf will therefore 
receive due Encouragement from you. 

In Your Paper, N°. 121. you tranfmit to Po- 
fterity an Account (very much to our Honour) of 
one of our Trade, who without the Advantages 
every Gentleman has over the Mechanick, thew'd 
how much better Title he tiad to the “Rank of Gex- 
tleman, than him who is only ennobled by Letters 
Patents, Birth, or Fortune. Now, 8:7, as Solomon’s 
a are a vaft way off, and a Paflage over fuch an 

xtent of Ocean cannot but be attended with very 

eat Danger, I propofe to get a Grant of the little 
dinthe Park, where, after planting it with eve- 

ry thing neceffary to carry on my own Trade, | 
intend to receive and initruct all fuch as you fhell 





judge proper to fend to me. I chufe this Spot of 
Ground, as preferable to any other, on Account of 
its Neighbourhood to the Drawing-Room, the Mall, 
the Chocolate-houfes, gc. ali different Theatres 
on which Gentlemen (in Sir Courtly’s Senfe) a# 
for the Entertainment of Men. of Senxfe and Refle= 
ction. How eafy would it be to intercept them as 
they are parading in the Mall, as they come from 
Court or the Chocolate-houfe, and tranfport them, 
inftantaneoufly, to this FNNOBLING Spo'r ‘oF 
GrouND! Hew. ufeful might they be made to So- 
ciety! ‘They would, at leaft, be good for fome- 
om : Whereas they are the only Part of the Uni- 
verle now, who are good for no.one earthly thing, 
exceptto bine and buz, like gilded Flies, in the Sux 
of Fortune, for a fhort Space of Time, and die 
without being. remember’d.. I am, 
SIR, 
Your Dutiful Servant, 
RaLpuH OsIEr. 


P.S. My Wife recommends-her Duty to your 
Honour, and fays fhe thinks it would be advanta- 
geous to her Sex, if the might be allowed to reféerve 
a {mall Part of the Ifland for the Reception of thot 
among them, whofe Counter-Qualities entitle them 
to ferve an Apprenticefhip under her, for the fame 
Purpofes, as the Males under my Care. 


I Have no Objection to Mr. Ofer’s Scheme ; I. 
am only afraid the Ifland is not large enotigh for the’ 
Company propofed.—Befides, I believe, my Cor- 
refpondent will find ftrong Intereft will be made 
againit granting the Ifland for that Purpofe, by the 
Direétors of the Opera in the Hay-Market, as well as 
the Managers of both our Theatres; for it is evident, 
if that Scheme fhould take place, the Opera’s muft 
inevitably fink, and the Piay-houfes be obliged ta 
difcontinue the Courfe of Entertainments they are 
now gotin, for want of thofe Illuftrious Patrons of 
that Part of the Drama, which requires only a good 
Eye and quick Ear to underftand. The ‘firft and 
moft neceffary Step then to be taken," fhould be, if 
poffible, to kiduap the Managers themfelves, to pre- 
vent their Application, and fend them to the Real 
Basket-Maker’s, to learn the Duty of their Office, 
which they have very little Knowledge of. ‘The 
Stage, Iam fure, could not be wor/e govern’d than 
itis, and we fhould, at leaft, have a Sufpention from 
Folly. 


As to Mrs. Ofer’s Requeft, tho’ I think it equally 
neceflary and profitable to the Publick, and tho’ T 
don’t queftion her Capacity, It fhould not, in m 
Opinion, commence fo foon as her Husband’s, She 
ought to reflect that fo numerous a Body, fo ftrongly 
attracted to each other by anarural Sympathy of Ge- 
wins, Inclination, Tafte and Affedions, would break 
down ali Fences fhe or her Husband could poffibly 
invent ; and that inftead of diminifhing the Number 
they might propagate a new Race of GENTLEMEN, 
who would imbibe the Principles of their Parents, 
to fuch a Degree, that the next Generation would 
bid fair for the Extirpation of the Auman Species, 
which would only be remember’d as the Remains of 

Antiquit , 








Antiquity now are, bytheir Ruins. [ would, there- 
fore advife her to drop her Purpofe, for the prefent, 
and let the Reformation begin with the Men. 


Tue next Letter is genuine, and, I dare fay, 
fpeaks the real Opinion of the Writer. I publith it 
only as a true Picture copy’d from Life, and not 
with any Hopes of reforming its Author. 


To the Prompter. 


Fanuary 29, 1735. 
: R4 T me, Sir, if you and your Basket-Maker 
: are not a Couple of Impertinent Fools ; 
© and, Demme, Sir, if I think a Gentleman has any 
© thing to do, but to dre/ well, keep his Teeth clean, 
© and appear in Publick. What is it to me, what 
© People think of me after my Death, or while I 
© live ? Iam born to 4 good Eftate, which no body 
© can take from me. fon a fine Perfon, and am 
© refolved to ornament itas much as I can. My 
© Coach is very rich, and my Horfes have very gaw- 
‘ dy Trappings. My Footmen wear Ruffles, and 
© laced Waiftcoats. And what’s that to You, or your 
© Basket-Maker ? 1 defpife you both; and if ever 
‘ I fhould come to the Knowledge of you, my 
© Footmen fhall teach you what it ‘is to treat Gen- 
“ tlemen too freely. So keep yourfelf concealed 
* from 
The Much Injured, 
Gawpy. 


Wuar a Pity fuch a Fellow as this, fhould be 
born to an Eftate !. and that Nobody can take it 
from him! But ’tis Time loft, even to beftow a 
Thought uponhim. The following Letter deferves 
more Confideration. 


To the Prompter. 


Feb. 4, 1735-6. 
SIR, 

W AS at Zara the firft Night of its Repre- 

f fentation, when the principal Character was per- 
formed by a Correfpondent in your laft Paper. 
The Oppofition to the young Gentleman’s acting, 
feemed to me, at firft, to be Party; for it began 
with his firft Appearance, before it was poffible a 
Judgment could be form’d how he would fucceed ; 
and I fhould have gone away, fully convinced his 
Complaint to you was juft, but that I found the 
Diflike fj ye more and more, and then I quietly 
fubmitted my own Judgment to the Many, and 
concluded, againft private Conviction, that he play'd 
the Part very ill hat help’d me a good deal to 
‘deceive myfelf, was the univerfal Applaufe, be- 
ftow’d on Mrs. Cibber, who appeared in the Cha- 
racter of Zara. I judged, (and, as I thought, 
wifely enough) that if there was an Oppofition 
thought of, from within the Houfe, thro’ Jealoufy, 
or Envy, it would have been promoted againft one, 
who appeared with a Defign to continue in that 
Way, and might, therefore, if well received, be- 
come a dangerous Rival to fome, who would very 
unwillingly admit a Competitor, in Fame, fupport- 
ed by publick Applaufe ; and as I faw nothing of 
that, exerted againft her, I was lefs willing to be- 





lieve it employ’d againft him. In fhort, Sir. 7 
came away, forry that I had been fo liberal in com- 
mending, to my Acquaintance, a young Genfle- 
man, who had not met witha Reception to juttify 
my Opinion. 


I HAVE thought of it fince a ‘good deal, and 
have endeavoured to bring myfelf to your Notion 
that the Oppofition againft Ofman, came from 
wi%HiNn; but the Affair of Mrs. Cibber feem’d 
a Ne plus ultra to my indulging any fuch Thought ; 
and I fhould never have got over it, had it not 
been for fome /ate Strokes, evidently Theatrical 
made at Mrs. Cibber, in a Paper looked upon. as 
Anti-Theatrical. The poor and ill-natur Sug- 
geftion about the Beggars Opera, which was much 
more wittily anfwer'd than it deferved, began to 
open my Eyes a little in Favour of the young 
Gentiawe; arid the fecond Attempt in this Day’s 
Fournal, made it clear to me, that if an Oppofi- 
tion was not made againft her, on the Theatre, 
*twas becaufe it was judged fafer to be done under 
Covert, than publickly. 


THE Compofition of the Words of the Para- 
graph, puts me in Mind of the two famous Lines, 
in an Epick Poem, that will never be forgot. 


A painted Veft Prince vom had on, . 

Which, from -—- a NAKED Pidt, his Grandfire won. 
WE hear feveral Ladies of Quality take it very 

ill, that their Names fhould be made Ufe of, &c. 


Tue Impetuofity of Sir Richard Blackmore's 
Genius, prevented his difcovering, that a zaked Pi 
could not have a Waiftcoat on, and the Malice of 
Mrs. Cibber’s fair Opponents, or the Readinefs of 
the Perfon they employ’d, to ferve their little 
Jealoufy, would not allow them Time to fee that 
no Names were mentioned; that therefore, no 
Ladies of Quality could poffibly take it amifs to 
have them mentioned. But Malice generally over- 
fhoots Reflection and mature Thought. 


I sHALL not confider the fair Opponents 
different Perfections, at prefent, but affure them, 
if the War continues, that I fhall take a Review 
of their Forces, and fhew, before-hand, by com- 


paring them together, where the Victory will, in 


ikelihood, fall. 


I sHALL conclude this Letter with an Opinion 
of my own, which I refer to your Judgment ; and 
that is, That no Actor ought to be encouraged, 
or difcouraged, by publick Applaufe or Cenfure; 
fince a new Actor, one that never performed on 
m4 Stage before, received the loudeft, moft uxiver- 
fal, and hearty Applaufe thar I ever faw given in 
re Life; and, would you believe it, without any 

ethod of ting, Speaking, or Treading the 
Stage, but what is common to any, the loweft 
bred Pig, that ever lay in Kensiel, or Yard. 

I am, SIR, yours, 
. | ARKWELL. 
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